22	HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS
influence     The cause north of the Alps was the gradual transforma-
°f feua	society into a number of feudal units. Feudalism is the
sm
negation of personality. A Frank or a Burgundian who found
himself in the position of vassal to a feudal overlord could not
invoke the personal law of his race but would be obliged to
recognize that he was merely the man of his lord, and as such
subject to the law of his lord. This was essentially territorial,
applicable without exception to all persons and to all transac-
tions within the fief. The policy of a feudal superior was
rigorously to disregard all laws save his own and to refuse pro-
tection to rights which had been acquired under an extraneous
legal system. Thus, for instance, strangers were rightless. A
person who passed from one fief to another was in danger of
losing his property and even his freedom, and, though the
treatment that he received varied infinitely in different fiefs, an
almost universal burden was that he could not transmit his
property on death.
In a world which is organized on a feudal basis it is clear that
there is no room for what we now know as private international
law. That branch of law presupposes inter-state or international
relations and the readiness of courts to apply foreign laws when
necessary in the interests of justice, but feudalism recognized
nothing except the local law of the land. All laws were 'real*
in the sense that they were effective only within the territory of
the legislator.
influence     South of the Alps the substitution of territoriality for person-
Uafon a^ty was ^ue> n^t to feudalism, but to the growth of the Italian
-cities cities. The bond of union between men in Italy came to be not
race, not subjection to a common feudal overlord, but residence
in the same city. There gradually emerged a large number of
F
rosperous cities, such as Florence, Bologna, Milan, Pisa and
adua, which had succeeded in winning their independence,
and which not only had their own territories but also possessed
laws that showed many individual variations from the generally
prevailing Roman law. It was .this diversity of municipal laws,
combined with commerce between city and city, that demanded
some respect to be paid to alien laws and that ultimately gave
rise to the science of private international law.
4. The era of the statutlsts^ thirteenth to eighteenth centuries.
The doc-        _.       ,        - .
trine of In the thirteenth century the stage upon which determined
^Tunl efforts were Biade to formulate rules for fixing the proper field
workable of law was thus set in Italy. The feudal doctrine of the reality of

